Cardinal Tagle: We need to create a global
vision of migration

News reports point to a world that is fracturing due to fear, prejudice and hate. We seem to forget
the Golden Rule that is at the root of many of our religions and cultures: “Do unto others as you
would have them do unto you.”

When we see refugees fleeing wars or migrants arriving in our countries looking for a better life, a
raw human instinct pushes us to close our doors in their faces, to close our eyes and close our
hearts.

But if we look away or give in to fear and hate, we lose our perspective and the core of what it is to
be human. More than anything at this point in our common history, we need a perspective that
provides a global vision and a united and compassionate response to the challenges of our time.

On Dec. 10 and 11, governments from around the world are expected to discuss and adopt the
Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, under the auspices of the United Nations.
The compact is important because it is the first global framework that provides orientation to states
on how to govern migration and how to respond to migrants.

The global compact on migration shows the desire of governments to work together on one of the
most urgent issues of our time. The compact will help governments fine-tune migration policy
together with other stakeholders, such as civil society organizations and the private sector, to benefit
sending and receiving countries. Although not legally binding, it offers a 360-degree orientation for
governments, addressing issues such as the drivers of migration, climate change and the integration
of migrants. Adherence to the compact is beneficial for migrants, as it gives visibility to a
phenomenon that is often dealt with only as an emergency. It is beneficial for countries as it helps
them develop a long-term vision and a united response to a challenge that needs a global response.

To the governments who have withdrawn support from the compact on migration, | appeal that they
reconsider their decision. In an interconnected world, global issues such as climate change, poverty
and the persecution of ethnic and religious minorities call on us to work together. They will not go
away if we ignore them or put up walls. When governments look beyond their immediate needs and
electoral demands, they begin to protect and promote the common good, which is at the heart of any
flourishing society.

Our world has been marked and shaped by migration from the earliest times in history, and it will
not suddenly stop or disappear now. It requires deep thought, planning and cooperation for the long-
term benefits of migration to emerge. But if the right policies are in place, many migrants bring a
much-needed boost to the workforce or key skills both for countries of origin (for example, through
remittances and diaspora groups who invest in them) and countries of destination.

Contemporary migrants often take the same journeys of uncertainty and hope that our own
grandparents took so our parents and our generation could have a better life. A collective amnesia
makes us forget where our own families originally came from or how we ended up living where we
are now. Can any of us really say we are natives of the country we live in? My own maternal
grandfather was a child migrant from China who was sent to the Philippines by his impoverished
mother.


https://www.americamagazine.org/topic/refugees
https://www.americamagazine.org/topic/immigration
https://www.iom.int/global-compact-migration
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2018/08/10/there-another-way-address-migration-crisis
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/11/1026791

The Golden Rule is a powerful reminder to look beyond ourselves and see that our lives, our
countries and our histories are deeply intertwined. Organizing at a global level is difficult and takes
courage. Now is a good time to act together. Our faith teaches us that no person or country is
exempt from the collective responsibility to care for our common world and its people. If we do not
act now, then when?

I hope the words of Pope Francis will echo through the corridors of governments when deciding on
this vital Global Compact: “Let us seek for others the same possibilities which we seek for
ourselves. Let us help others to grow, as we would like to be helped ourselves. In a word, if we
want security, let us give security; if we want life, let us give life; if we want opportunities, let us
provide opportunities. The yardstick we use for others will be the yardstick which time will use for
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us.

The adoption and implementation of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration
will be an important step for governments to fight the rising tide of stigma around migration and to
ensure that human dignity and rights are upheld. In a world struggling to embrace its globalized
identity, the global compact will be a sign of cooperation and unity that will offer far-reaching hope
for our common future.



